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as we have not fully understood the meaning of Hindu-Muslim
unity, the very desire for settlement is wrong.
Have we, besides, imbibed the spirit of non-violence, which is
the prerequisite of dedicated effort? Have we accepted the fact
that our peaceful non-co-operation is a sign of strength ? We still
regard our non-violence to be the weapon of the weak, do not re-
cognize its real worth and so we bring discredit to it. This is as
foolish as giving away a guinea taking it to be a half-rupee coin.
Non-violence is a weapon of the strong and is respected only
when employed by them. Non-violence means forgiveness and
this is the glory of the brave. He who does not eat because he
has no appetite does not acquire the merit of fasting. If some-
one does not kill because he cannot kill, he practises no virtue.
There can be no virtue in anything done unwillingly. When the
fighters who are getting ready in Bardoli and Anand do not
harass or do not harbour ill will against any Parsi or Englishman
or any other person co-operating with the Government, then only
will they be considered fit to be enrolled in a non-violent army.
One who uses non-violence as a cover for violent thoughts is not
only a traitor to his own country but to the entire world, because
the world is watching intently, like a person thirsting for water,
our experiment with the weapon of non-violence. As long as the
country has not learnt to regard non-violence as a weapon of the
strong, we should look upon a settlement as something which
will defile us and we should keep miles away from it.
What shall I say, moreover, to Hindu readers? Though I
regard myself to be a devout Hindu, I make bold to say that, as
long as Hindus do not treat Dheds and Bhangis as iheir own blood-
brothers, they are not themselves Hindus. There will be a shower
of flowers from the heavens when caste Hindus embrace Bhangis
with affection. Then alone will the cow receive real protection.
Compassion and hatred of man by man cannot go hand in hand.
The shortcomings of Dheds and Bhangis have to be overcome
through love. The words of Anandshankar Dhruva always ring
in my ears* Our enemies are the Dheds and Bhangis in our hearts.
They are the real untouchables. The human beings in flesh and
blood, whom we commit the sin of treating as untouchable, are our
kith and kin. We should mix with them and serve them and
thereby earn the merit which accrues to virtuous deeds. If a Vai-
shnava1 sucks out poison injected by the bite of a serpent into the
body of a Dhed or a Bhangi and afterwards enters a temple without
1 Devotee of Vishnu